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.arrangements for their speedy and safe evacuation. The Sikhs
were a brave community. They should know that everyone's
honour and religion were safe only in one's own hands. No
one else could rob one of these. Parsi friends of his had gone
to Sind that day.
A Misleading Analogy
Gandhiji then referred to a letter written to him during his
fast. The writer had said that while Gandhiji was in jail in
1942, the country had somewhat taken to violence. If Gandhiji
died of the fast, there would be such a violent upsurge in the
country that it would stagger humanity. Therefore, the writer
had argued that for the sake of humanity he should give up his
fast Gandhiji said that while it was 'true that the people had
resorted to violence when he was locked up in jail, he did not
think that his death under a fast should have the feared result,
But he had rehearsed before embarking on the fast the possibi-
lity of a wide fratricide. The Yadavas had destroyed each other
before Lord Krishna's death. But he (Gandhiji) was too in-
significant a mortal, to produce such an effect. However, if the
people had become indolent and vicious like the Yadavas and
God saw that there was no way out but extermination, he might
make even an ordinary person like him, the instrument of such
a catastrophe. Having left himself in God's hands, he worried
no more about the consequences. What, however, he saw dur-
ing the fast nerved him to hope that India had no such self-des-
truction in store for her.
Lastly, he expressed satisfaction at the way the Muslims
were freely moving about in Delhi.  He wanted them to continue
the process of self-purification and convert their hearts into
temples of the living God of Truth.
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For the first time after the fast Gandhiji was able to walk
to the prayer ground this evening. He said in his post-prayer
.speech that he was slowly gaining strength and God willing
hoped to return to his normal health before long.
Poverty No Shame
1A difficulty to which his attention was drawn was that while
the Congress had been in the wilderness it had set before the